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waxes so eloquent in its praise that she becomes eager to
see it and to take an augury from its pages,l and eventually
persuades him to procure it. He accordingly fetches it, and
when they open the sacred book to take an augury, this
verse meets their eyes: 'Is not the time come for those who
believe that their hearts should be softened by the remem-
brance of God and of what He hath sent down of the truth,
and that they should not be as those who were given the
scriptures aforetime, and over whom time was prolonged
and whose hearts are grown hard ?'2

When the young man sees this, his eyes are opened and
he cries aloud. His wife in amaze asks what the augury is;
and when she hears, she is so impressed alike by the words
and by their effect upon her husband that she too cries
aloud. Her father, who is present, has the church cleared,
and when he has heard what the reason of the commotion
is, the light of guidance streams down into his soul as into
his daughter's, and both embrace the faith of Islam. They
tell no one of what has happened; but quietly make their
preparations, and, when all is ready, set out with abundant
treasure for Caesarea, where they arrive in safety and
happiness.

Having finished his tale, Hamdf proceeds to explain that
it is in reality an allegory. The young merchant represents
the human soul whose birthplace and home is in a Sacred
Country like Caesarea, but when God's command is issued
it must go forth to this sad Constantinople of a world, here
to seek to gain a profit on the merchandize of its capabilities.
While here it is beguiled by bodily delights which, like the

1  Bibliomancy has already been referred to; vol. I, p. 166, n. 3, and p, 49
of this  volume.  In both these cases the volume referred to is the Diwdn of
Hafiz, but naturally the Koran also is often used for the same purpose.

2  Koran, Lvn,   15.  The  reference in the latter part of the verse is to the
Jews and Chiistians, hence its appropiiateness in the circumstances.